
WHERE DAYS
LINGER NOT

Rural Scenes That Exhilarate
the Spirit and Restore.

LIFE AT ROCKBRIDGE ALUM

The Grand Ball Room Filled Each Night
With Many Dancers Untlred bv the

Round of Tennis, Bowling and

Riding in the Day.

(Sreclnl to The Tlme".-PI»pateh.)
ROCKBRIDOIE ALUM SPRINGS, July

IS..Shut away from the world's busy
cares and anxieties, Within easy call of

.those we've left behind us, t|ie days pass
so softly and swiftly that we scarcely
realize their flight. The older part of

' the company, revelling In the song; of
the birds nnd the peace of their sur¬
roundings, are jealous even of the break¬
ing of the stillness by the music of one
excellent band, agreeing with Cowper
that.
"Nor rural sights alone, but rural

sounds,
Exhilarating the spirit, and restore
The tone of languid nature."
With the tremendous Increase of

guests and the arrival of the band, the
gay season of Rockbrldge Alum has be¬
gun.

NIC.HTLY BALLS.
Tho grand old hull-room Is now filled

each night with those eager for the
dance, hut tho interest. In the card and
bowling parties does not wane. Monday
the excitement over the men's bowling
party was great, the prize being a hand¬
some silver belt pin, which the winner
was to present, to the maid or matron
for whom he was howling. The prize
was won by Mr. Milton Fuerst, of Now
Orleans, and presented to «Miss Franc
Mayer, of Norfolk.
Thursday a large progressive· euchre

party was given. The lady's first prize
was won by Mrs. L. C. Wnolfolk, of
Louisville, Ky.. and the gentleman's first
prise by Mr. Edward Mahoney, of Nor¬
folk, Va. The consolations wero won

, by Mrs. J. XV. Carpenter, of Natchez.
Miss., and Mr. Pendleton Pope, of Louis-
Ville, Ky.
On Friday the largest howling party.

of the season occurred. The contest was
spirited and the first prizes were won

by Mrs. L. P. Guest, of Richmond, Vn..
and Mr. Milton Fuerst, of New Orleans,
During the past week a number of
flynch and eight-hand euchre parties
have been enjoyed, and the golf links
Vave been filled with the devotees of the
Jrame. I

THE GOLFERS.
The most enthusiastic golfers are Mr.

E. L. Mayer, of Norfolk, Va., and Mr.
Pendleton Pope, of Louisville, Ky.
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Woolfolk. of Louis¬

ville, Ky., have recently arrived. Both
ere popular habitues of Rockbrldge
Alum, and their return gives great plea-
mire to the hosts of friends they have
met here.
Among the arrivals of the past week

.were Mrs. John Blackwell Cobb. of Stam¬
ford, Conn, nnd her two charming daugh¬
ters. Misses Mary Howard .and Lucie
Cobb. Mrs. Cobb before her marriage
was Miss Price Mllner. of Danville. Va.
The engagement of Miss Mary Howard
Cobb has been recently announced to
Mr. William Pegram dimore, of Hel-
lensburg, Scotland Since April Mr. Gil-

more hos représenter) the American
Cigar Company In Richmond, Va., where
he hns made hosts of friends and will
make his future home.

NEW ARRIVALS.
Other arrivals are Billion Fuerst, of

New Orleans, La.; Edward Mahoney and
wife, of Norfolk: .lohn Mahoney, of
Portsmouth; Matthew Mahoney, of
Portsmouth; Mr. nnd Mrs. L. C. Wool-
folk, of Louisville, Ky.; Mrs. L. R.
Greene; II. J. Brice, of Washington;
Miss Frances Mnyrr, Miss Claudia
Mnyer, Masters Eugene, Leonard and
Augustine Mnyor nnd maid. Mr. E. L.
Mayer, of Norfolk, Va.: Roger S. Wood-
hull, of Dayton. O.; C. D. Mlnomo, of
Clifton Forge, Va.; W. M. Black, of Oak
Dale; A. H. Moore, of Lynchburg. Va.;
Sylvnniis Stokes, of Norfolk, Vn.; M. W.
Norvell, of Norfolk. Va.; ?. F. Eakle.
nf Sweet Chalybeate Springs; J. H. Cal¬
laban, of Clifton Forge. Vn.: A. E.
White, of Mlllioro: W. C. McDowell, of
Norfolk. Va.; ?. O. Elkelhergor, of Va¬
riety Springs; J. B. Wood, of Hotel ?1-
leRbnny; Joseph "W. Mnrtln, of Little
Rock. Ark.; J. S. Craig, of Cold Sulphur.
Vn.; ? M. Fry. of Richmond, Va.; C. II.
Pnxton. of Natural Bridge, Vn.: F. II.
Brockenbrough. of Lexington, Vn.; .1.
M. Black, of Oak Dale: Mrs. John B.
Cobb, of Stamford, Conn.; Miss Cobb.
of Stamford,' G???.; Miss Lucie Cobb
nnd mnld, of Stamford. Conn.: H. R.
Whltely, of Baltimore, Md.'i Mrs. C. C.
Newman, of Low Moor. Va.: J. IT.
Sproni, nf Clifton Forre. Vn.: Miss Mat-
tie Christian, of Covlngton. Vn.; Mrs.
Cotteli, of I.exltiRtnn. Vn.: John Donovan,
of Clifton Forge. Va.! W. O. McCnrmlck.
of Cinchen, Vn.: Miss Rtiby McCormlck.
of Onshcn. Vn.: Mrs. John Armstrong.
nf Louisville. Ky.: Miss Olive Arm¬
strong nf Louisville. ??.; Miss Nnlehcn
Armstrong, nf Lnulsvllle, Ky.: E. V.
.Tnnep nnd daughter, of Danville, Vn.;
Miss Mnyer, of Norfolk. Vn.: Miss Mary
Mayer, nf Norfolk. Vn.; Miss Talin form,
nf Norfnlk. Vn.; James Branch Cabell.
Tlmmp^on. Sirs. E. C. Vnndyke. Miss
Katherine Vnndyke, and Mrs. W. B.
Tnrks. nf Atlnntn. Gn.; Jnhn N. Stilili of
Onshnnv. Vn.; W. J. Armfleld. or Mieli
Point. N. Ci Wnltor E. Cox nnd wife.
Miss M. Edith Cox. Bethlehem. Pa.

ISSUE IN
(Continued From First Page.)

of the Finnnce. Committee, will regret It.
(And this without any disparagement of
Mr, Burnley, whose reputation in the
halls of legislation is not yet made.
Whether he will have a chance to make
one In the sent which Mr. Boaz now

holds remains to be seen. One of Mr.
Bonz's strongest supporters, a warm per-
'-niial friend, said In me to-day, "Billy
Bonz may pull through all right, but
there are grave doubts."

The First Primary.
Albemarle county will be the /first;
county In Virginia to hold a primary
election under the new party law of the
Democrats, providing for the nomination
of nil candidates for county officers at
one election.
From Alhemarle there are three can¬

didates for the House of Delegates.the
present Incumbents. W. R. Duke and XV.
II. Boaz, and W. Sam. Burnley, añ at¬
torney of this city. The people, are also
to nominate a county treasurer, a sheriff
and minor officers, and for each posi¬
tion there are two or more candidates.
The Albemarle primary will be held on

August 1st.
WALTER EDWARD HARRIS.

YOU CAN SAVE MONEY
by Buying Your Groceries of Us.

LARGEST ASSORTMENT, BEST
QUALITY.

Good Salt Pork per pound.7yi.e.
Best Granulated Sugar per pound.4%c.
2-pound cans Boston Baked Beans, in tomato sauce.5c.
Lion Coffee, ln 1-pound packages.Oc.
Best Lump Starch, per pound.4c.
Fresh Soda Crackers or Ginger Snaps, per pound.4V>c.
Tall cans Best Salmon, 7c, or 4 cans for.25c.
Horae-Made Sweet Mixed Pickles, per quart, 13c; or, per gallon.50c.
Root Beer (makes 5 gallons), per bottle.6c.
Xice 4 S c¡,W; Pota toes, per peck.20c.
Pure Leaf .Lnrd, per pound..10c.
Gibson XXXX or Oscar Pepper Old Rye Whiskey, per bottle.7.5c.
Freezing Salt, per peck._10c.
New N. C. Roe Herrings, per dozen, 18c; or, half barrel..$2.75
Hustler Soap, best laundry Soap, 32 bars for.25c.

Duffy's MaltWhiskey per Bot. 80c
Good Green or Mixed Tea, our regular 50c kind, now, per pound.40c.
Blackberry or Catawba Wine, per quart, 12e.; per gallon.45c.
Star or Red Seal Lye, per can.4c.
Be.st Canned Tomatoes .'·..'...Gc.
Best Dunlnp Meal, per peck, ISc.; per bushel.70c.
Beet Potted Ham or Tongue, 3 cans for..10o.
1-pound cans Best Chipped Beef.16c.
Large Juicy Lemons per dozen.???.

Best Cream Cheese, per pound, - - 15c
L&u'ge Bottles Household Amonio - 5c
Good Brooms.2-t,trin», 10c; 3-string, 12e.; 5-string.20n.
New N. C. Cut-Herrings, per dozen.inc.

per hnlf barrel, ¡r^.7ö; per barrel.$4.50
Matches, per dozen boxes.4c.
Small Siili thfleld Hams, per pound.ltic.
Mountain Rolle«] Butter, per pound.15c,
Cooked Slieeil Ham, per pound.]2«/,c.
Small California Hams, per pound.10c.
Baker Cocoa, per can.,".loo.
New Carolina Rice, per pound.¡,c.
2 hoxes Perniine for.Re
Good Tea Dust, per pound. ???
3 pounds Good Green Rio Coffee for.2Sc.
Knarneline Stove Polish, per package.4C"
6-pound pail Home-Made Preserves.3P,Pi

Good Green or Mixed Tea lb. 30c
2 bars Kitchen Soap, for cleaning, fur.fi(!iMason's Jara, cheap; quurts, per dozen.' "aña.Half gallon, per dozen.!!!'(IRe
Table Peaches, per can. r,«'
Pure Cider Vinegar, per gallon.go!·'Witch Hazel Toilet Soap, :i to box...¿, 10oLarge cans Baked Beans, in I'nmato Sauce. q.'
Fresh Mixed Cakes, per pound. .' 7C"
Virginia Claret Wine, per gallon. ,50^
Corn Stateli. 1-poiunl packages...." .s¿Whole Bweet Pickles, per " l:«rt. in,,'

S. oilman's Son,
Wholesale and Retail Grocer.
DOWNTOWN STORES: UPTOWN STORES:

18*0-1822 East Main Street. 506 East Marshall Street.
'Phone 3:v. 'Phone 34.

Remittances must accompany all shipping orders.

COACHING PARTY
AT ASHEVILLE

An Amateur Performance of
Sham, the Great

Tycoon.
(Special to The Tlmes-DIspatch.)

A8HE-VILLE, N. C, July lS.-Miss
Langhorne and Miss Fauntlcrny. of Vir¬

ginia, and thetr hostess, Miss Meade, of

tóvihgton, Va., who is "spending some

months with her sister, Mrs. F. R. Hew¬
itt, were given a coaching party Satur¬
day evening by 11. F. Addicks. Jr.. and
W. W. Moore, of Ashevllle. In thx^party
were Mr. nnd Mrs. J. E. Rutnbough, Mr.
and Mrs. Alfred S. Barnard. Misses
Meade, Langhorne, Fauntleroy, Ran¬
dolph. Messrs. D. C. Waddlll. Jr.. 11. I1·
Child, J. E; Sludnr, II. F. Addicks. W. W.
Moore. Miss Monde entertained the party
;TT supper after the drive.
The amateur performance of "Sham

the Qreat Tycoon," given on Wednesday
evening, was a pronounced success. The
principal parts In the operetta were sung
by Mrs. F. J. Olemenger. Miss Martha
Brady, Miss Carrie WhltlOck, Fred Hull.
Francis Gudger, Enrle Godhey and J. C,
lladsell.
Two dances wero given on Thursday

evening, ench of the germnn clubs of the
citv giving One. The Ariel Club nave a

dnnco nt Battery Park Hotel; that of the
Ashevllle German Club was given at

Overlook Park. Botli were largely at¬
tended and both were delightful.
In the driving party which went m

Arden Friday afternoon were Mrs. ?

I'ennlman, Misses Esther and Ann M

tin, the Misses Gould, Miss McQueen,
Erank Rowland. Dr. Lawrence Holmes,
Harold Swope, T. E. Wright and Arnold
Jones.
Miss Lucile Alvoy, of Richmond, who Is

visiting Ashevllle. entertained on Friday
evening with nn nt home. Miss Alvoy
was assisted bv Mrs. Richard Alvoy and
Mrs. J. E. Dtckerson. Miss Mary Carter
served punch, assisted by Miss llcssio
Sites.
Miss Alvey's guests were Misses Mary

Oudger, Lucy Redwood, Bettle Sites.

Mary Carter, Susie Carter, Georgia Den¬
nis, Katherine Henderson, Jennie Doe,
Dorothy Doe, Misses Cardiff, Condon,
t'urefoy, Richmond; Messrs. Ralph Car¬

rier, Spears Reynolds, Robert Reynolds;
Nicholas Beadles, Bramici- Gilmer, James
Atkins, Hllllard, Atkins. Thomas Doe.
William Robeson. John Kerr, Robert
Sites,'Pryor Puretoy and Baxter Hender¬
son.

THE WEEK IN WARREN TON

A Favorite Dog Receives Indignities a

Mischevous Hands.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

WARRENTON, VA., July 18..The peo¬
ple of Warrentoh are indulging In a

much-needed brea tiling spell after the
Intensely hot weather just gone by, and
which threatened to end summarily all
sport« In which any active exercise was

involved. But with the freshening of
the atmosphere came life and activity
again. The somewhat old fad of tennis
seems to have stepped Into popularity
with a vengeance. Many of the lawns
nre provided with courts and it Is here
that In the early hours of morning or

those of the late afternoon the enthusi¬
ast may be found.
A few days ago a gaudy coat of yellow-

paint was applied to one of Warrenton's
most venerable canines, nnd Is responsi¬
ble for having detracted materially from
the dignity of the aforementioned ani¬
mal. His owner, an industrious German,
resident, smelled the all-pervading fumes
oí turpentine, and shortly after noted the
transformation In his pet, a startling
change from sedate black and tan to

yellow of brightest hue.
The Incident, while mirth-provoking In

the extreme, assumed a darker aspect
when "Rover," not knowing the insidi¬
ous nature of his .newly-acquired coat,
fell III beneath It. To all appearances
trouble was brewing for some one, but,
happily, this was averted. Many appli¬
cations of linseed oil were made and the
unhappy hound survived the trying or¬

deal of being "retouched."
During the early part of the week the

kitchen In the yard of Mr. W. H. Camp¬
bell was burned with Its entire contents.
Had not a member of the family awak¬
ened In the "nick" of time the house also
would have been consumed.
Miss Kitty Paulding has left Warren-

ton for Nlmrod Hill.
Mis Lettlce Clark entertained a number

of friends at cards Monday evening.
Mrs. Harding is visiting her mother,

Mrs. Taylor Scott.
Mr. Dunlop Owens, of Washington, D.
C Is at Mrs. Forbes'.
Mr, I, J. R. MuUrllng, of New York, Is

taking ? brief respite from business at
his country place near here.

A MERRY FOX HUNT

Turned into a Hunt for Rabbits and
'Possums.

CS"orl«l to The rimos-nisnatch.)
SHEPPARDS, VA.. July 1S.-A very en¬

joyable fox hunt was held here Saturday
afternoon in the congenia) rompan - of a

party gathered wholly for the pleasure
of Miss Emily Keller, a young lady of
Woodstock, Va,, who has spent several
weeks among her numerous friends of
this county. The party were the follow¬
ing ladles nnd gentlemen: Mr. John Gar-
nette, Miss Grace Elea ? Mr. Ed. McCaW,
Miss Kmllv Keller. Mr. Grlgg Elean,

Miss Jante Crute, Mr, Josle Jones, Miss
rcdna E'ican, Mr. Elle Gemette and Mr.
Willie Cox were tho two leaders In the
hunt.
The happy crowd on horses nnd mules

met at Mr. M. C. Elcan's home. Af'er
remaining there for a few minutes, the
largo pack of hounds became very rest¬
less, seeming as If the.y feared we wnild
not go after the fox. Finally ono of the
dogs spied a pet rabbit, which was hoo¬
ping about In the yard. Al a moment's
Warning, off went the entire pack of
hounds after the innocent little rabbit,
This caused much excitement among

the young people. After scolding the dogs
very severely, they succeeded once more

in getting them all together.
Now the.y were ready to start and were

well on their way when the hounds com¬

menced on the trail of a fox track, hut
unfortunately they did not succeed in
catching tho fox. It was suggested that
the roulo be changed. In doing so several
foxes wero again aroused, but owing to
the dryness of the ground the dogs were

Unable to follow the track long enough
to do anything with Reynard.
The hunt was turned Into a rabbit and

opossum hunt. In this they had much bel¬
ter success, catching several rabbit» aril
one opossum. After 11 o'clock the mor«
ry party loft for tholr homes delighted
with their evening's enjoyment.
Great preparation has been made for

the Sanctified or Holiness meeting which
win commence In this county to-day and
hist uniII the, 28th.
Threshing wheat and oats has been the

farmers' bane for the last week or ten
days. They are looking very blu«., one

crop threshing out three pecks, another
sowed ton bushels and made four bushels.
A good many of the best farmers aie

giving up the farm, saying they must
try some other way of making a support.
Labor I» very scarce and cannot bo

had for love or money.
Last Thursday Miss Jante Crute gave

a charming entertainment to a few of her
friends.
Visitors In the neighborhood are Mr,

II. W. Ilollnsworth, of Stonega, Va.;
Aliss Keller, of Woodstock. Va.; Mr.
Hamlet, of llnmpden-Sklney; Miss Emma
Hooper, of West Virginia.

-«

SHIRT-WAIST GERMAN

A Brilliant Dance by the Enfield Glee
Club.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch.-)
ENFIELD.' N. C, July IS.-The EnfleM

Olee Club gave another delightful german
Tu,«day nln'ht at Parker's Hull, compli¬
mentary to visiting young ladles. The la¬
dies all wore white evening dresses and
the army of young men came out In dm k
trousers and while shirtwaists, u Wus
very gracefully |,-d by Mr. C. C. Etna·*
of this place, with Miss Helen Hrlnkh-v"
of Scotland Neck,
The following couples dancing were Mr

F. C. Whltakor with Miss Lena Cuth-
rell, Mr. tí. P, Hunt with Miss Hauie

£a.v,s«, of Whltakcrs; Mr. J.with. Mlsg Katie Brltt. Mr. B.
Picks
Kim-

MIrs Ella Stellings, of Da«.
«I- C. Benton with Miss Courtnei Mttnn,
Mr. w. Parker with Miss Idi
A\-Benton with Miss Norm
C. Flemmlng with Miss I

Mr.
Brítt, Mr.
Roberteoftj

B,Stags.Messrs; \V. A. Be 'van . L.
Stallinosi L. Matthews. L Applewhite, J,
B. Parker, Jlrhmle Dickens ¦""'. J°-

Mcyer. Chaperones-Mr. and Mrs. ?. «-.
Wilkinson

MAN PROPOSES,

Farmers Are Better Off Than
They Believed was Possible

Early in the Season.
(Special to The Tltncs-Dlepstch.)

TABB'S PjOSTOFFICE, VA. July 18..
The truckers In this vicinity have passed
through, varied anil trying experiences
this year. The pea louse got on the peas
In the early sprlnç, nnd many truck¬
ers gave up the Idee of making any pens
at all. But owing to something, no one
seems to know Ju.-i what, peas came
and matured, und manv of Ilio truckers
sold them at ? good price.I'hon the long continued wet. cold spell
caused manv of the seed potatoes to rot
In the ground, ¡nui many others to come
up so late that mam thought they would
be too late to realize anything from the
sale of them, even if a crop should he
made. But lo the surprise of a great
many the yield wns tolerably good, while
the price continued to advance all the
month of June, and so the truckers found
themselves .to be much better off than
they had even fin red to hope they would
be.
Now, the far-famed "rosen" fronstlng)

ear has the right of way. and has been
bringing $1.25 per hundred. Snaps., beets,
onions and cucumbers have all found a
ready sale tit fair prices; and so the cry
of hard times is not heard In this part of
tho Peninsula. Watermelons, canta¬
loupes, late corn, butter beans and toma-
ties nre coming on In time, nnd If sea¬
sonable rains continue, plenty will con¬
tinue to abound In these parts of the
world.
Ilook-and-line fishing lias been very

poor in James River, biit prices hn.vo
been very high. "Croakers, which In
former years have not been much thought
of.In July, are s'ellln£.-for five cents each.
One fisherman says ho made nearly $20
last week.

It. seems that the oyster laws continue
to be violated with Impunity. One fisher¬
man says it looks like nil the oyster-
men might as well go to oysterlng. When
asked where were the oyster police, ho
replied that they seemed to be like the
city police when a strike riot occurs.
"out of sight." For the benefit of the
men who try to make an honest, living
tonglng oysters, the oyster laws ln re¬
gard to taking oysters In the summer
oitRht to be enforced.
The Interest In (he Jamestown Elec¬

tric Railway seems to have died out en¬
tirely. Sometime ago your correspondent
from Yorktown Intimated that all that
was lacking for the company to begin
work was the· securing of the right-of-
way. This the company can get by paying
for It. but If they wait for tho people
through whoso land the road is projected
to run to give them this right-of-way,
then It Is nrobabie that Instead of the
road being ready for the Ter-centenary
celebration. It'«will more than likely bo
still a thing of. the future when the Sex¬
centenary celebration occurs.
Denbigh Baptist Sunday-school hold

their Children's Day exercises on the
ll'th Instant. A large crowd gathered
and listened attentively to the carrying
out of the programme of recitations and
music as arranged and perfected by Mrs.
XV. L. Brltt and^ Miss Ida Turlington.
The large eMlectHon taken for tho Sun-
dav-school anaSBlble Board attested the
interest of the congregation In the en¬
tertainment.

Wo carry one of the most
completo stocks of Luco Cur¬
tains, Portieres, Draperies, and
Oozy-Corner Fixings in the
South, embracing all the staple
and up-to-date ideas. In a

stock so largo we always have
odd pairs of Curtains, Portieres,
&o., and to these, ivo call your
attention this week. We have
many of i hose just now, and
will clos , with many other nov¬

elties for decorating,

I HND BELOW COST!

fine
stool, sizes and to order, brass
and wood poles, cottage rods,
trimmings, <fcc..a very
ine.

Reps ?0 ¡n. wide, -3«3c yard.
Taffetas 36 in. wide, 29c to 3 Ic
Silk Damasks at prices re¬

gardless of cost.
An assortment of panel Ta¬

pestries, priced one half.
Drapery Cord and Fringes,

entire slock of same, to close
out, at and below cost.

Art Tickings, Cretons and
Denims, yard wide 8^e to lßo,
Some 8 to 10 grades rapes-

tries, 50 in, 27>4c to $2.75 per
yavel, . n* ... ~ .

Vow colors m all silk.Ori¬
ental colors, reduced troni $8.00
to il..55 vavd.

Bro^^ «53 "fc-

A Cigar that will Ever
Live in the F§vor of Smokers

James CL

..ß.ß.........ß·..a·?···?·».·>ß«
4 ·

BOYS' HUNT FOR JESSE JAMES. '

A Kansas City Incident of the Eighties.

(Ft«,p? the Kansas City Star.)
The Kansas City of the period begin¬

ning with the close of the Civil War

and into the first years of the '80s was

subject to excitements from causes that,

happily, have passed away. Those were

the days when Jesse James and his band
of outlaws robbed and murdered with a

freedom a later generation finds hard
to understand.
The region surrounding the city fre¬

quently was the scone of their criminal
exploits. The officers of the law were

on i'ne alert, but the murderers escaped.
This was not because tlie officers were

In collusion with the outlaws or were not

In earnest and did not try to do their
duty, but because of a certain friendliness
and sympathy among the country peoplo
for Jesse James and his companions,
which had Its origin In the associations,
hatreds and passions of the war. On ac¬

count of this, though the sheriffs, with
their posses, searched and sought and
wore themselves out with hard riding by
n'ght and by day, their efforts were

futile.
Many a steady, middle-aged man now

in Kansas City has keen recollections of

bow, ¡n the days of his youth, ho rode
with a posse on a hunt for Jesse James.
This writer, too. once rode on such a

quest. One morning early In the 80s
the city heard of the robbery of a Chi¬
cago and Alton express train ot the Blue
cut, a few miles to the oast. The de¬
tails In the morning papers showed the
robbery to have been the work of such
masters of deviltry as only Jesse James
and his gang could lay claim to be. Citi¬
zens discussed the affair with tholr fam¬
ilies' at. breakfast, gathered In knots to

talk about It on the way down town, and

every olllce and store soon hummed with
It. There wero rumors of posses forming,
and from somewhere an Invltntlon came

to tho writer to join one, which he ac¬

cepted with enthusiasm, for he was

young then and just foolish enough to

shut his eyes, sail In, and grab danger
by the tall.
This posse assembled nt 2 o'clock In

the afternoon In front of the old police
headquarters at Fourth and Main Streets.
Twenty-four young men were we, all on

horseback. The rabble gathered and

jeered at us. Chief Speers looked out

upon us from the window of his den in

the second story, and a smile spread all
'iver his kind old face. Reporters grinned
and took hasty notes, which reappeared
is paragraphs In the afternoon papers.
Cruel and sarcastic paragraphs :hey
were, hut. for all that the reporters sized
.is up pretty accurately for what we were

worth and what we. would accomplish.
We were Impressively sworn In ns de¬

puties of some kind. Whether as sheriffs,
constables, or metropolitan police I do not
know now, and do not think I knew ex¬

actly at the time. When each man of us

was given a heavy, doubled-barreled,
lireech-loading shotgun and twenty shells
loided with buckshot, I cannot recall
where the others stored this ammunition;
nobody had a cartridge belt, but as· for
myself, I deposited mine, after loading In
tue loll pockets of a "Prince Albert" coat
I was wearing. I wore those long-tailed
abominations In those days constantly
on account of the nature and grown-up
appearance they gave the-wearer.
The posse moved up Main Street loolcing

ns dangerous and serious as it knew how.
That posse was dangerous, too, especially
so to itself. It was a squad of awkward
riders hampered with those unwleldedly
shotguns. But the Lord took care of us

through the city streets nnd also took
caro of the bystanders. In the southern
suburbs wo divided Into two parties. Ono
veered off to the southeast with design
to cross the Blue and patrol the country
between Independence and Raytown. This
party was commanded by a warlike attor¬

ney, for whom the name of Major Pro¬
cure Bacon will do as well as any other.
It would be unkind not to give his real
name. The other party, of which tho
writer was a member, rode to Cue aotith
over a road which corresponded In gen¬
eral location and direction with the
Troost Avenue of. to-day. Our captain
was ? police commissioner at tho'time,
and was In dead earnest In his persistent
efforts to break UP the James gang. No
succession of disheartening or ridiculous
failures discouraged him or caused him
to cease trying hie best to rid the country
°f the outlaws. In the final undoing of
Jesse James he was a chief factor. Means
after means he tried until at last the rob¬
ber went down.
in myself existed a fair type of the ma¬

jority of the members of that particular
posse. There wus a glamor about the
thing that made It attractive. The Invita¬
tion m join was a most flattering recog¬
nition of qualities that every youth likes
to have others believe dwell within, him.

The young man who was unde-lrou? of
shining In such a light would he a freak,
indeed. I have never know such a one.
and am glad of It. He would be as uncon¬
genial nnd out of place as a revlVlfied
Dodo.
The glory promised an easy purchase,

for I knew very well there was about as
much chance of our coming upon Jesse
James as of meeting Sultan Saladin. It
was a winning bluff for fame, with a pic¬
nic and frolic thrown In. But a few miles
out and the glamor began to wear off. As
we rode along over the dusty road, barred
from talking by order of the captain, un¬
comfortable thoughts came to mind and
stayed thero. There was that loaded gun,
getting heavier and heavier and more
uukward to curry. Any sudden jar or en¬
tanglement might make the thing go off.
My mare was ,1 nervous.' ».polled pet, 11a-
able to shy suddenly at anything or noth¬
ing, and cause just such a Jar. Even
worse were the loaded guns carried by the
other fellows, furnishing an ever present
possibility of somebody or somebody's
horse getting a lead of buckshot In hit'
anatomy at close range. Again, there
wore those loaded shells Jolting around
loose. In my coat-tall pockets. Suppose
the Jolting and friction exploded them?
Whoo-weo! Angels and saints who guard
youth and manly beauty, think, of the
mutilation! Finally, thoughts would come
of what might happen If the Improbable
came to pass and we should blunder upon
Jesse Jnmcs. Such av wo were to come
face to face with that terrible desperado:
that unexcelled horseman; that dead
shot! It Is difficult for the present gen¬
eration to realize what a portentous fig¬
ure Jesse James was In the prime of his
evil career. For nearly twenty years he
rode triumphant nnd Immune. It would
have been the real chance and scare of
our lives had we met him and his band,
and it Is rafe to say that as we rode
along, sweating and dusty, beginning to
feel the chafing of hard, hot leather, most
of my companions felt as I did. and would
have been glad of an excuse to return
homo.
On we rode, everybody thinking hard

and perspiring, until sundown, when we
halted at the ford of the Big Blue, on the
Hlckman's Mill Boari. Nine of the party
were detailed to go on and take station
or the high ground across the stream, a
mile or so to the south. The captain, a
young physician, and the writer remained
in the creek bottom at the roadside near
the ford. Night was coming on, and that
heavily timbered, gloomy place grow
ftrongly suggestive of lurking robbers and
outlaws. Though I said nothing about It,
I did not like the position of our post at
nil. We wore in the curve of a big hend
of the Blue, with the ford at tho extreme
convexity. The' creek banks were precipi¬
tous, very bad Jumplng-off places, nnd the
water swimming deep everywhere save
right at the crossing. To the north the.
only way out ivas by the rond, a narrow,
dark onnyon. between forest walls. To the
south the only open way wan by Ilio nar¬
row ford, and a desperado or two in the
bushes or behind rockt« on the other side
could easily make crossing an Impossi¬
bility. It was a place where a regiment
cçuld have been massacred by a dozen
men properly posted. 1 believe' I have
me some of the qualities which go to
make a great commander ~I have such a
good! eye for a safe Une of retreat and a
safe placo handy to get to In the event of
a defeat. The military Instinct told me
plainly how faulty was our position.
Notwithstanding these evident disad¬

vantages, Ihe captain stayed right there,nnd the doctor an«'. I staved with him.We tied our horses in tho hushes, fed
them on oats brought along In a pack,
built a fire, and supped finely on frl«?d
hacon. hot coffee, cheese, and eraikers.
Farmers came along the road from time
to time in wagons loaded with produce,
for next day's market In thu cltv. We
held up each one of these as lie came by,
and the captain asked questions as to
where he was from, where he wan going,and whom he had met. The farmers wore
alarmed at being halted that way by men
with guns in hand and, no wonder, with
the country full of tales of highwaymen
as It was. By and by we heard some or
cornine from the north. We heard h'
because he was singing. I recall bis song
as being something about "sweolheirts
and wives being the Joy of our lives."
with relapses into the "Sweet Bv nnd
By." He was a lone horseman, and wo
nailed him. The sudden stop causer! him
to reel In his saddle and fall In ? heip to
the ground. As he gave no signs of com¬
ing to after the shock of the fall, wo car¬
ried him oTer close to the (Ire to get a
better look at him, and there w« discov¬
ered by the looks and smell of hlm the
real secret of his unconsclouTiess Ilo
was thoroughly and completely drunk,
collapsed beyond the chance of roumng
for a long time.
The captain stoiid looking on, m ine

position of "rest on arms," according to
the obsolete Upton's tactics, with his gun
stock upward, the muzzle resting on tho
toe of his boot. All on a sudden h «p-
pencd one of those things which ojways
will happen with firearms. The gun went
off with a loud bang, and the capra»,
dropped it as if it was hot, capered txtru-
ordlnarlly on one leg through thu camp-

fire, over the drunken stranger, all around,
among the bushes, exclaiming In tho
loudest kind of tones that his whole foot
was shot oft·. As soon as the captain
began to simmer down a IltjJe th.. doc¬
tor and I put hands on him ^nd th'-«vr
him down on his back near what was left
of the fire. The medical man Immsii.;·.·!»
examined the Injury. The foot was still
where It should be. but a single btick-
rhot had lorn through the nail, flush
and hone of the second toe. It must have
hurt him Ilk* sixty, and was enough to
make á dancing dervish out of a stoic.
I he doctor tore up a linen handkerchief
and fixed the wounded member as well ns
the condition» permitted; Of cour·«« af¬
ter such a casualty, It was necessary
for the captain to return at once to tho
city. A wild hope «prang within me that
somebody would have to go with. him.
and I would be that somebody. This
was not to be. for the doctor, by reason
of his profession, was selected aa es¬
cort, and for once In my life I was sorry
I was not a physlc'an.
The captain ordered me to stay on

guard where I was all through the night
and then go over in the morning join
the party on the high ground, and' give
them his orders, which were to stay out
all next. day. and .next night and dili¬
gently patrol the vicinity. I received
these orders with ? calmness atif] dig¬
nity that were foreign to the mu¬
tinous schemes already taking shape in
my mind.
My comrades rode away, and I was left

alone save for the drunken stranger, who
was worse than no company at all. My
first action was to extract the loaded
shells from my shotgun. No more taking
chances with It for me if I could help It.
Forthwith 1 mounted mv mare and rode
over to jliin the other party, some hours
ahead of my marching orders. I say rode,
but that is a poor, barren word to ex¬
press the manner of my going. She was
a speedy animal, was that mare of mine,
nnd that night sie shared her master's
feelings and put the extiresslon of them
Into foot movements. That ride was a
splash through the ford, a flying spurt
up a rorkv niece of road that followed
the wlndlngs'of a gully, and I was out in
tho open country on the hills.

I found the boys huddled around a fire
by the road Just outside somebody's corn¬
field. The night had grown chilly, and
gathering clouds hid the stars. I related
the accident and also delivered the cap¬
tain's last orders. The latter were re¬

ceived with a silence that was significant.
There was a "I-want-to-go-home-and-1'm-
golng-to-get-there-early-in-the morning"
feeling, so all pervading that It made
words stmerfluous. We made shakedowns
of corn fodder for beds in the fence cor¬

ners. Tlio.se of us who slept, in spite of
our discomforts, were, awakened at day¬
break by a cold, misty rain. We tried to
make a fire, hut tho wood was too wet.
Rome of the more energetic went over to
a nelgrborlng farmer and returned with
coffee, bread, and fried eggs. The coifee
was cold, the bread was cold, and the
fried egos were cold. A man con stand
cold coffco and cold bread, but for a last
straw there is nothing so weighty as a

cold fried egg. Thopo eggs -nit every
man In the saddle headed straight
for home. .

¦'.
.

That afternoon, in comfort and seclu¬

sion, I read In the papers the story of
the captain's toe and of the misadven¬
tures of Major Bacon's party. The latter
¦¡o fnr overshadowed our own that the.

account of them made most pleasant and
satisfactory reading.
The major's party, after crossing the

Blue come In sight of persons ahead
who acted suspiciously. These persons
look to their heels on seeing the posse,
nnd being pursued, took refuge In a

thicket The pursuers surrounded the

thicket at a discreet distance outside of

ordinary revolver range and sent a rider
nost-laste to Independence for help to

camolate the capture of the trapped ban-
Sits Nearly every able-bodied man In
Independence nrmed himself and rode

out m a hurry, under the. leadership of
Whin Keshlear. a man who would have

dfilrhted In being mixed up with ? car-

inn ? of hungry wildcats. Under Whig's
£f'dnnce trie circle quickly closed in. and
lie fugitives were captured without a

shot The supposed bandits proved to he

four half-grown boys, whose guilty con¬

sce ove a raided watermelon patch
caused them to fleo at the sight of arm.

"sîTwith a lau>h at tho other fellow«,
endedmy first ^^¡%^p.

«

Why Not?
Pennsylvania papers are inclined to

lnugh because Governor Ponnypacker re¬

viewed the State troops the other day
from the safe nnd soft cushions of a

hack Instead of on horseback. But, If
a major-general may direct an Impor¬
tant battle from a buckbnard, why may
not a Governor review troops from a

hack?.Savannah News._
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